A s you read this, the 2019 SIGCSE Technical Symposium has likely concluded its activities in Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA. It's my hope that the celebration of the 50th Technical Symposium was a great time for all, and that you were able to be a part of it. Along with all the other activities in Minneapolis, two awards were presented that honored people who have made significant and longterm contributions to the computer science education community and SIGCSE specifically. Whether or not you were a part of the 50th celebration, I would like to take a moment to discuss the accomplishments of these deserving members of our community.
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The 2019 SIGCSE Award for Outstanding Contribution to Computer Science Education was presented to Mark Guzdial of the University of Michigan, USA. Mark has worked to transform wide-scale teaching practice through contextualized computing education, most notably with the Media Computation curriculum, advocated and supported policy changes supporting computing for all in many states in the U.S., published core research in computing education over decades, and helped to foster the next generation of computing educators through his mentorship. It is difficult to find someone in the SIGCSE community who has not read something written by Mark, including the thousands of regular readers of his long-standing blog on computing education. He has also contributed significantly as an organizer of two SIGCSE conferences and served on the SIGCSE Board. Mark has touched the computing education community and SIGCSE in many ways throughout the years, and our community is better for it.
The 2019 SIGCSE Award for Lifetime Service to the Computer Science Education Community was given to Gloria Childress Townsend of DePauw University, USA. Gloria has worked tirelessly on behalf of diversity and inclusion in computing. She was a co-founder and co-facilitator of the SIGCSE Committee on Expanding the Women-in-Computing Community, a committee that has led birds-of-a-feather sessions at the Technical Symposium annually since 2005. Gloria worked for decades with ACM-W serving on the Executive Board and as ACM-W chair. She conceived of the idea of small regional celebrations of women in computing and worked as a guide and leader for these celebrations as they spread from the United States across the globe. Her extensive service to the computing education community has helped it to reach people who might not have joined without her hard work.
I am also happy to report that SIGCSE members continue to be recognized by ACM for their contributions. ACM the paid directors and staff of these associations-and it is remarkable-I have been even more impressed by the volunteers.
The root meaning of the word amateur refers to one who does something only for the love of doing it-they are not paid. While today this term is often used disparagingly, I would like to take its root meaning and express my deep appreciation for the many unpaid volunteers who make the ACM, and its many SIGs, as strong as they are. I have witnessed how much work they put into everything they do in the ACM and its SIGs, and it is truly a work of love. And I see the benefits in the many products-conferences, publications, plans, seminars, etc.
There is another benefit that I believe goes even deeper, and I believe it is well captured by a compliment I once heard: "Just being around her made me want to be a better person." I have felt that many times as I have met with ACM and SIG volunteers, people who were helping effect 17-19, 2019. The program will include many of the things you enjoy at other SIGCSE conferences including papers, panels, birds-of-a-feather sessions, and posters. Working groups are a great way to get to know people from the SIGCSE community and will be held May 14-16, 2019 just prior to the conference. CompEd attendees will also have a chance to visit Chengdu, including the Giant Panda Breeding Research Base. My thanks to the steering committee (Brett Becker, Boots Cassel, Alison Clear, Susan Rodger, and Ming Zhang), the conference co-chairs (Ming Zhang and Bo Yang), and the program committee co-chairs (Steve Cooper and Andrew Luxton-Reilly) for all the hard work that they have done in getting the fourth SIGCSE conference up and running. I hope that you will be a part of the new conference and get to know one of the nicest cities in China.
From our SIGITE reporter and SIGITE Chair, Barry Lunt
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